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Upcoming Events
Sept 9-11 Upson County Farm Tour

Sept 10 MGCA Membership Meeting
7 pm Forsyth

Sept 15 Sprayer Calibration Workshop
Race Track Rd, The Rock
10 am & 3 pm

Sept 15 Hay Contest samples due

Sept 19 & 20 Barnesville Buggy Days
Ribeye Steak Sandwiches

Oct 8 MGCA Directors’ Meeting
Sale Barn Café, Thomaston

Oct 8-18 GA National Fair, Perry

Oct 20 – 22 SunBelt Expo, Moultrie

Oct 23-24 YCC Shortcourse, Tifton

Oct 23 Lemmon Cattle Enterprises
Fall Bull Sale
Woodbury

Nov 12 Ladies’ Night
Thomaston –Upson 
Civic Center

“Now don’t worry about anything, I’m gonna go git some

dynamite and blast them rocks out from under you.”

COW POKES                              by Ace Reid

MGCA September Membership Meeting
Monroe County 

September 10, 2015
7:00 pm 

Monroe County Middle School, Banks Stephens Campus, 
66 Thornton Rd, Forsyth, GA 31029 (Same as Last Year)

Program: Mr. Peter Landskroener of Palmetto Food Service, LLC 
will speak on Specialty Beef Export Markets NHTC

Program Sponsors
Country Oaks Farm & Pet Supply
Plantation Centre Animal Hospital

GA/IA Family Farm to Family Fork Group
Monroe County Cattlemen

Dinner: Prime Brisket Bar-B-Que with all the fixings.

Cost: $5.00 at the door

CATTLEWOMEN WILL HAVE A MEETING
Let us know you are coming – RSVP at mgcaonline.com

Directions: Monroe County Middle School: From Forsyth, travel south on Hwy 41 toward Macon 

approximately 2 miles, turn right onto Thornton Rd. The Middle School is on the left. 

Take the 4th drive on the left and come to the cafeteria in the rear of the building.

LET’S FIRE UP THE GRILL
It is time to grill ribeye steak sandwiches for Buggy Days on September 19th & 20th. 

We will be located on Market Street in Barnesville. 
Come support our association by grilling, serving, and promoting BEEF!

Hope to see you at our booth at Buggy Days!

MGCA Scholarship
Needs Funds

The Board of Directors are seeking ways to continue

funding the Mid-Georgia Cattlemen’s Scholarship. If you

have any ideas to help fund the scholarship or want to

donate a heifer or monetary contribution, please contact a

board member, officer, Roger & Janet Greuel or Wade

Hutcheson. We would appreciate any support to assist our

youth.

Check out your MGCA Website

mgcaonline.com



SAVORY BEEF & CHEESE ROLL-UPS 

INGREDIENTS

1 pound deli Roast beef, thinly sliced

2 packages (6 ounces each) garden vegetable 

flavored soft spreadable cheese

4 large (10 inches) flour tortillas

1 cup shredded carrots

1 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese (optional)

8 leaves green leaf lettuce

Directions:

Spread cheese evenly over one side of each tortilla; top

each with 1/4 cup shredded carrots and 1/4 cup Jack

cheese. Layer lettuce and deli Roast beef over carrots,

leaving 1/2-inch border around edge. Roll up tightly;

wrap in plastic wrap. Refrigerate 30 minutes before

serving.

To serve, cut each roll diagonally in half.

Total Recipe Time: 20 minutes

Makes 4 servings

www.beefitswhatsfordinner.com

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Georgia Cattlemen’s Association

P. O. Box 27990 • Macon, GA 31221

(912) 474-6560

gca@gabeef.org

q NEW MEMBERq RENEWAL

Name__________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City___________________State______ Zip___________

Phone__________________________________________

E-mail _________________________________________

County/Chapter__________________________________

Sponsored by____________________________________

GCA Dues

q State & Local Dues - 1 yr. . . . . $   50.00

Total. . . . . . . . . . $______

Georgia Cattlewomen’s Dues

q State Dues - 1 yr . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   15.00

Total. . . . . . . . . . $______

Junior Cattlemen’s Dues    (Ages 21 and under)

q State Dues - 1 yr . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   15.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED . . . . . . . . .___________

RECIPE 
CORNER Hall of Fame

1994 - Dr. Jack Tuttle

1994 - Dr. O.E. Sell

1995 - Woodrow Bunn

1995 - Bob & Betty Nash

1996 - Harris Brantley

1997 - E. G. “Pete” Copelan

1998 - Harvey R. Greene

2000 - Betty Copelan

2001 - Jim Markham

2002 - Edwin D. Foshee, Sr.

2004 - Dr. Wilbur Neisler

2005 - Wyatt Childs

2006 - Harry Waller

2007 - Joel Edwards

2008 - Ben T. Smith, Sr.

2009 - Edward Trice, Sr.

2010 - Dr. James King

2011 - Fred Greene

2012 - Chuck & Norma Sword

2014- Cynthia Douglas

THE BULL SHEET
Published Bi-monthly by the

MID-GA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

Postmaster send address changes to:

Bull Sheet, 5500 Barnesville Hwy., The Rock, GA 30285
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Membership meetings are held the 2nd Thursdays in 

alternate months starting in January.

Directors’ meetings are held the 2nd Thursdays in months

alternating with membership meetings.

Editor:  Cynthia Douglas 

5500 Barnesville Hwy., The Rock, Georgia 30285 

douglasfarm@windstream.net - 706-647-9414

Annual membership dues is for subscription to Bull Sheet.
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Officers and Directors of the

Mid-Georgia Cattlemen’s Association

Danny Bentley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President

Tracy Boyt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President

Rodney Hilley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary

Tom Freeman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer

Lamar: Pike: Talbot:

Larry Walker, Chm. Bo Huddleston, Chm Ken Chapman, Chm.

Clay Allen Chuck Sword Josh Buckner

Danny McCleod Rusty Lanier Omer McCants

Monroe: Spalding: Upson:

James Vaughn, Chm. Shane Eason, Chm. Steve Douglas, Chm.

Marcia Dugger Roger Greuel Harold Fallin

Cody Ham Jeffery Cosper Chad Harless

Past President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ray Brumbeloe

GCA Region VP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rodney Hilley

Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cynthia Douglas

Mailing List  . . . . . . . . . . . . .GCA Office & Cynthia Douglas

Queen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Laranda Wainwright

Website  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .mgcaonline.com

County Extension Agents:
Lamar: Wes Smith, 770-358-5163

118 Academy Drive, Barnesville, GA 30204
Monroe: John Pope - 478-994-7014   E-mail: jpope@uga.edu

P. O. Box 70, Forsyth, GA 31029
Pike: 770-567-2020     

P. O. Box 190, Zebulon, GA 30295
Spalding: Wade Hutcheson - 770-467-4225  E-mail:hutch@uga.edu

P. O. Box 227, Griffin, GA 30224
Talbot: 706-665-3230 - Bobby Solomon and Steve Morgan

P. O. Box 127, Talbotton, GA 31827
Upson: Wes Smith - 706-647-8989   E-mail: swsmith@uga.edu

P. O. Box 86, Thomaston, GA 30286

Your source for all your farm, home and garden needs.
We sell Seeds, Fertilizers, Livestock and Pet Feeds, Lawn and Garden Supplies, Stihl and Snapper Equipment,

Commercial Equipment, Fencing Supplies, Horse & Cattle Equipment, & Pet Supplies.
Bulk fertilizer blenders at Griffin and Barnesville locations

— SERVING MIDDLE GEORGIA FOR OVER 73 YEARS —

We have cattle loans

that pay you!

apply on-line at www.agsouthfc.com

Loans for: operating expenses • cattle purchases • farm/pasture improvements
real estate purchases • equipment purchase/leases...and so much more!
As a cooperative, Farm Credit distributes profits

to member-borrowers. In the past 18 years,

AgSouth Farm Credit has distributed more than

$233 Million to our members throughout 

Georgia & South Carolina.Call today to become part 

of one of the most successful cooperatives in Georgia.

Thomaston • Greenville • Griffin

888-327-3969

AKINS FARM &  HOME
659 Veterans Parkway
Barnesville, GA 30204

770-358-1454

152

AKINS FEED & SEED
(Former Southern States’ location)

748 Everee Inn Road
Griffin, GA 30224

770-227-3356    770-227-4944

AKINS OUTDOOR POWER
55 N Lee Street

Forsyth, GA 31029
478-992-9010

We do long term mortgages on Land and Homes

All circumstances considered.

706-674-2215
Member FDIC     www.talbotstatebank.com

Angus & SimAngus

www.callawaycattlecompany.com
callawaycattle@gmail.com

John & Marcia Callaway
2280 Coweta-Heard Road
Hogansville, GA 30230

Home: 770-583-5688
John’s Cell: 770-355-2165

Marcia’s Cell: 770-355-2166

Compliments of
BRANTLEY FARMS

Harris Brantley

706-656-4966

EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER
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PRESIDENT’S

REPORT
DANNY BENTLEY

MGCA PRESIDENT

Randy Fordham 
Cattle Sales Manager 

Cell: 706-207-1301 
Email: randy.fordham@boehringer-ingelheim.com 

A Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc . 

14

770-358-1383
877-358-1383

1367 Hwy 341 S
Barnesville, GA 30204

www.southernriversenergy.com

have a chance to share with fellow cattlemen from all over

the Southeast.

In closing, we appreciate those that use the website to

respond to Attendance to Membership meetings.  It is also

a good source of information.

Hope to see you in Monroe County for our September

meeting.

Sincerely,

Danny

Silver Dollar 
Limousin

Tommy, Jodi, Anna &
Gayla Sizemore

149 Silver Dollar Rd
Barnesville, GA 30204

770-358-6229
Limousin & Lim-Flex

Club Calves

HAMPTON

770-946-4287

CONYERS

770-388-9488

MACON

478-788-9353

DOUGLASVILLE

678-715-6244

WELDING GASES & SUPPLIES SINCE 1968www.sidneylee.com

MID GEORGIA
SIRE SERVICE
Genex beef sires

TOP A.I. BULLS IN THE

INDUSTRY - ALL BREEDS

A.I. SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

RODNEY HILLEY 

(770) 567-3909

             Your local Purina Dealer                     Melissa Copelan, Manager 

(478) 992-6995 

www.countryoaksfarmandpet.com 
5967 Hwy 41 South  Bolingbroke, GA 31004 • Email: countryoaks31004@att.net 

Melissa Mathis, ManagerYour local Purina Dealer

P.O. Box 180

Leesburg, GA 31763

M 229-344-6883

F 1-866-590-0524

O 229-438-0329

henry.jones@zoetis.com

Henry W. Jones. II
Sr. Territory Business Manager

Cattle-Equine Business Unit
U.S. Livestock Division

Turf Maintenance, Inc.
Barnesville, GA 30204

ERWIN BRYAN, Owner

Office: 770-584-6196 
Cell: 770-550-4702

E-mail: triplelbryan@aol.com
Landscape Installations

Maintenance 
Fertilizer & Chemical

Application 
Insured • Irrigation

VISIT 
YOUR 

MID-GA
WEBSITE

mgcaonline.com

Brangus Cattle - Homegrown Beef 
Georgia Grown Produce 

Agritourism - Events

5020 Barnesville Highway

The Rock, Georgia 30285
706-647-6374   therockranch.com

Greetings,

Again this summer, I have been through all six of our

counties in the Mid-GA Association, mostly on our

beautiful back roads, where the majority of our cattle

producers are.  Most of us have had some five to six weeks

of dry weather while others have had spots of rain. As I

write this article, we have finally had three inches in the last

five days.  I hope you have as well.  There’s nothing more

beautiful than our rolling hills when they are lush green and

filled with cattle that are still bringing a premium!

If I had a title for this letter, it would be, “Speak up for

the Cattle Industry”.  Activists speak up every day against

eating beef, usually with no foundation to their claim.  I

recently read a story that stated how good we were at

telling our story to each other.  That hit me hard because of

the truth of it.  It’s easy to preach to the choir and ignore

the general public, but they need their concerns answered

by us, not the other side!  In October, we will all have

chances to present our story to the public, by volunteering

to work at the Georgia National Fair in Perry, October 8-

18. Hundreds will actually stop and ask you questions. You

will learn and they will also.  October 20-22 we will have

a chance to work with GCA & GBB at the Sunbelt Ag

Expo in Moultrie.  Last year, Rachel and I worked a day

there and loved every minute of it.  While there you also

MID-GEORGIA CATLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

July 18, 2015

LAMAR COUNTY

President Danny Bentley led the invocation and called

the meeting to order.

The minutes as published in the Bull Sheet were

approved.

Tom Freeman was not present, so no Financial report

was given.

GCA Report-Rodney Hilley

The GCA membership is still growing and the goal is

now 6000 members.

Cattlewomen’s Report – Cynthia Douglas

Cynthia and Janet Greuel attended an “Ag In The

Classroom” training and Cynthia discussed all of the good

instruction received. 

Cynthia thanked all for the help at the recent activities,

including the Conservation Reserve Steak Feeding in

Fayette County and Beef Day at Akins.

DANFOWIN FARM
BALANCED PERFORMANCE

SIMMENTALS
All A.I. using Bulls
with Carcass Value

Polled Black Simmentals

Edwin Foshee
P.O. Box 331

Barnesville, GA 30204
(770) 358-2062

present and field weed history.  In transition from Bermuda to

fescue this process may require multiple herbicide

applications and additional prep time.

Success is higher when new pastures are planted into

prepared seedbeds that are uniform being pulverized, level,

and free of soil clods and debris.  This will result in precise

seed placement.

General establishment guidelines are found at

www.georgiaforages.com/establishment  and include this on

planting equipment: “Forages that require shallow seed

placement (0-1/2 inch) require planters with capacity for

precision seed placement. Cultipacker-seeders and drills with

some seed depth control device are usually best for small

seeded species. Broadcasting of small seeded species can be

successful if there is a good mulch cover or a cultipacker is

used to cover and firm the surface soil afterwards.

Broadcasting followed by light disking is risky and can result

in seed covered too deeply. If broadcasting is used, the

seeding rate should be increased 15-25 percent to help

compensate for seed placed too deep for emergence. For

small seeded forage species, the cultipacker-seeder is

generally superior to the drill for getting good stands.”

Recommended planting depth for fescue and ryegrass is ¼

- ½”.  Seeding rates are:

Tall fescue: drilled, 15-20 lbs/ac or broadcast at 20-25

lbs/ac.

Annual ryegrass: 15-25 lbs/ac in mixtures; 25-30 lb/ac

alone.  If broadcasting increase seeding rate 15-25%.

Keep in mind these were brief, general guidelines.

Success will depend on many factors and you should

carefully consider your goals, options and methods.

Situations farm to farm vary greatly.  Plan and plant with

your goals in mind.

Here’s to greener grass in your pastures.

SCHEDULE:

Sprayer calibration, Sept 15, Trice Farm, 10 am or 3 pm
one or the other.  One hour pesticide credit.

Hay Contest Samples due to local agents, Sept 15.

Agroforestry & Wildlife Field Day, UGA Griffin
Campus, Sept 17.  Registration and details:

http://www.caes.uga.edu/events/awfd/

Spalding County Fair, Oct 9-17.

Sunbelt AG Expo, Oct 20-22, Moultrie GA.



TIMBERLANE FARMS
Land          Cattle           Hay

Wildlife Preserve
1123 Brent Road

Barnesville, GA 30204

TF

Carl Lane, M.D.
Owner

Dan McLeod, Manager
770‐550‐0239
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FORSYTH FEED & SEED CO.
45 W. Johnston Street • Forsyth, Georgia 31029

Seminole Feeds • Southern States

Nutrena • Godfrey • ADM Show Feed

Georgia Boots • Lawn, Garden, Seed and Fertilizer

Insecticides • Farm Supplies • Horse Tack • Wormer

Fence Supplies • Dog Food • Black Gold

Tel. (478) 994-2991         DAVID WHITE - Owner

BOYT’S HAY SERVICE
THOMASTON, GA

Custom Hay Cutting & Fencing
Round Bales — Square Bales

Hay For Sale

TRACY BOYT
TIM BOYT

706-656-8481
706-647-3281

FARMERS LIVESTOCK MARKET
SALES EVERY THURSDAY AT NOON

BARRY ROBINSON, BARN MANAGER

2626 Yatesville Hwy, Thomaston, GA 30286  Office: 706-647-6895 Mobile: 256-453-6123
OPEN TO RECEIVE CATTLE WEDNESDAYS 9AM - 8PM

AND THURSDAY STARTING AT 7AM
HAULING IS AVAILABLE

MULTIPLE ORDER BUYERS

MORE $$$$ FOR YOUR CATTLE

She said that the Cattlewomen will meet at the September
meeting in Monroe County to make plans for the following
year.

Applicants are needed for the new MGCA Queen, who
will be announced at the November meeting.

GCA will need help at their fall activities, including the
Georgia National Fair and Sunbelt Expo. Anyone interested
in helping, please contact the GCA office.

The Buggy Days committee will be meeting in the near
future to make plans for this year’s event.

New Business

The GCA Regional Roundup for this area will be held at
the GCA office in Macon on August 25th. All members are
invited to attend.

The GCA Summer Conference will be held at St. Simons
Island on July 23-25th.

The Upson Farm Tour will be going to East Tennessee on
September 9-11th. Anyone interested in going should contact
the Upson Extension Office. Cost is $175, which covers
motel and transportation.

Danny discussed the nomination process for next year’s
officers. Ray Brumbeloe will be the Chairman of that
committee since he is the past president.

Buggy Days will be held on September 19-20th in
Barnesville. Any help will be appreciated.

Phil Ham announced that the September membership
meeting will be held on the 10th and will feature Beef
Brisket.

Old Business

The Feed the Troops event for this year has been cancelled.
Discussion was held about doing something locally for
military personnel.

County Agent Reports-Wade Hutcheson

Wade stated that there had been no stem maggot or army
worm problems reported for this area so far.

The Hay Field Day will be held on August 4th at County
Line Farms, beginning at 8:30.

A Small Grains Field Day will be held on August 13th from
9 a.m. till noon at Trice Farms in Upson County.

A Winter Grazing Meeting will be held on August 25th at
the Upson Extension office. Cost is $5.00

A Cool Season Forage Establishment meeting will be held
on August 25th at the Spalding Extension office, beginning at
7 p.m. Cost is $5.00.

An Agro-Forestry and Wildlife Field Day will be held on
September 17th in Spalding County.

Wade announced that Wes Smith has been elected
Treasurer of the National County Agents Association.

The next Directors’ meeting will be August 13th at Farmers
Livestock in Upson County.

The next Membership meeting will be September 10th in
Monroe County.

Minutes taken and submitted by:

Rodney Hilley

Approved 8-13-15

MID-GEORGIA CATLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

BOARD MEETING

August 13, 2015

THOMASTON, GEORGIA

President Danny Bentley called the meeting to order and
introduced Lewis and Kathy Rice, who will be purchasing
the Farmers Livestock Market on September 3rd. After
introducing their family and making a few comments on
how they want to work with the cattlemen, the Rice’s
excused themselves from the meeting.

IRCLE

Truck & Tire Repair
770-227-8900

Where Service & Quality Count

Adam Connell
678-972-8902

Harry Connell
678-725-2677

Cattle                           Hay

Home-Grown, Grain-Fed Beef
Ed Mitchell, Owner     Clay Allen, Manager

Office: 770-358-2701       Cell: 770-468-9777

and social considerations as documented locally in the Field

Office Technical Guides.  The expected outcomes of those

effects on natural resource quality, economic needs, and social

objectives are then used to help develop and evaluate

management alternatives.

The Planning Process

The planning process provides the framework for

developing a conservation plan on the basis of client

objectives, as well as ecological, economic, social, legal, and

policy considerations. Technical, educational, and financial

assistance programs from NRCS or other sources are used to

implement the plans.

Onsite visits with the client are an integral part of the

planning process.

In most instances, conservation plans are developed with

an individual decisionmaker.  

The planning process used by NRCS is a three-phase, nine-

step process.  Although the nine steps are shown in sequence,

the process is very dynamic.  

(1) Phase I – Collection and Analysis (Understanding the

Problems and Opportunities)

(i) Step 1 – Identify problems and opportunities

(ii) Step 2 – Determine objectives

(iii) Step 3 – Inventory resources

(iv) Step 4 – Analyze resource data

Again, these steps go hand in hand and are an integral part

of the initial field visits.  I cannot emphasize enough how

much walking through the fields is the backbone of the

conservation plan.  What does this involve?  The first visit, I

take a look at the overall farm.  I ask questions and listen to

the answers.  What type of operation is it? Commercial,

purebred, small, large, medium – how many cows? How

many acres? Where is the water? What is the source of water?

Where are the working pens? What is the management style

of the farmer? And then, what does the farmer perceive as the

Greener Grass
With fall’s arrival approaching most cattlemen are

preparing to plant cool season forages either permanent or

annual.  Keep in mind that establishment techniques can

vary depending upon forage species, location, soil type,

situation and intended use.  Discussed here are general

considerations to help insure your establishment efforts

pay off.  

Tall fescue as a permanent forage and annual ryegrass are

predominately used.  Other small grains are available

including rye, wheat and oats and good results with mixtures

are often achieved.  Legumes are available for use and should

be considered for their many benefits.  Consider your grazing

system, consult with your Extension Agent and make sound

decisions.

Planting dates are September thru October.  Soil test to

determine lime and fertilizer requirements.  A pH of 6.0 - 6.5

is recommended with appropriate applications of N,P, & K

pre-plant.  Sites should be evaluated for weeds and

appropriate control methods applied dependent upon weeds

problems? Is it water and drainage issues around barns? Is it a

degraded pond? Lack of water or evenly distributed water?

Eroded areas or lack of quality grazing?

I then go back to the office and develop one of the best tools

I have – a map.  With a map of the overall farm, I go back and

then look closely at the resource concerns.   With a

combination of topo maps, soils maps, and the aerial, I make

notes and highlight areas that need work.  Looking over the

farm, I start analyzing the possible solutions.  These solutions

or conservation systems include a package of practices –

which we call conservation practices.  Stay tuned!!
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MONROE COUNTY H.E.R.D. SALE

“Thanks to our 2015 H.E.R.D. Buyers
for Purchasing Heifers at our May Sale”
478-994-7014          Monroe County Extension Service          uge2207@uga.edu

DECK ‘EM
Pest Service, Inc.

GREGG MARTIN

Owner

626 Piedmont Road • Barnesville, Georgia

Trice Farms
Registered Angus Cows 

Bulls for Sale
Farm Location:
Racetrack Road
The Rock, GA

Ed Trice, Jr.
706-647-8335
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William Heard 
Spreader Service

Fertilizer, Lime & Seed
P.O. Box 38

Woodbury, GA 30293

25 Years Experience

Custom Spreading

Cell: 770-584-8004

Josh Horne
Service Manager

Robert James
Parts Manager

James Ellington
Store Manager

Chris Estes - Rusty Walters
Sales Team

1024 Veterans Pkwy. Barnesville, GA 30204

John Deere Equipment - Kuhn Hay Tools

Stihl Power Products

Full Service - Parts

770-358-3580

Tracy Boyt led the Invocation.

There was a motion to accept the July minutes as

printed, motion was seconded and carried.

Financial report presented by Tom Freeman, motion

made to approve, seconded and approved.

GCA Report-Rodney Hilley

Rodney reported that the recent GCA Summer

Conference was a success, with over 250 people

registered. The Avian Flu was discussed at the conference

and as it stands now, if there is a positive case in the state

of Georgia, all livestock with a six (6) mile radius will be

under quarantine until the case is cleared.

Also, there was some discussion about the recent GCA

magazine article concerning the import of beef from

Argentina and Brazil. These concerns are centered around

the fact that foot and mouth disease has occurred in these

2 countries.

The upcoming GCA Region Roundup for our area will

be held at the GCA office in Macon on August 25th at 6

p.m. and any member is eligible to attend.

The MGCA membership is up 25 members over a year

ago.

Rodney stated that GCA will need help from members

for its activities at the Georgia National Fair and the

Sunbelt Expo in October.

Rodney stated that over 400 Georgia cattlemen are now

certified through BQA. Danny Bentley stated that you can

get certified through online training or attending a BQA

class. 

Cattlewomen’s Report and Bull Sheet-Cynthia

Douglas

Cynthia stated the September 14th is the deadline for

Cattle Drive applications.

Discussion was held about Ladies’ Night in November,

with the Queen contest, Cake auction, awards (Hall of

Fame, Producer of the Year, Dr. Sell Award and the Hay

contest). Motion was made, seconded and passed to once

again have the cake auction. 

A Buggy Days committee was appointed, consisting of

Tracy Boyt, Jim & Pam Walters, Tom and Marion

Freeman, Danny Bentley, Cynthia and Steve Douglas and

Rodney Hilley. This committee will meet in the near

future.

Tracy Boyt stated that our grill is in bad shape and in

need of replacement. Motion was made, seconded and

passed to purchase a new grill for around $400.

Cynthia reported that she had found a good deal on a

new audio system, which is need for meetings, shows, etc.

for about $150. Motion was made, seconded and passed to

make the purchase.

Cynthia stated that the GCA membership dues for all

Mid-Georgia Junior Showmen had been paid by the

MGCA as a way of helping them become active in the state

and local associations.

YCC-Bo Huddleston

Bo discussed the upcoming YCC Shortcourse to be held

in Tifton on October 23-24th. All GCA members are

invited.

A SimAngus bull will be donated and auctioned off with

the proceeds going to the YCC.

New Business

Danny Bentley discussed the Nominating Committee

and the need for the appointment of new Directors from

each county needs to be sent to Ray Brumbeloe as soon as

possible. Ray, being the immediate past President is the

Chairman of the Nominating Committee according to the

associations By-Laws.

Discussion was held about the possibility of allowing

G & M Enterprise

M. Carlton Maynard

Office: 770.358.3572

Fax: 770.358.2882

Email: gandmenterprises@bellsouth.net

109 Westgate Plaza

P.O. Box 345

Barnesville, GA 30204

not have other forages and/or concentrate in their ration," he

says.

Floron Faries, veterinarian at Texas AgriLife Extension

Service, says the immature green acorns and immature oak

leaves are the problem, as they contain the highest levels of

toxins. He says that acorn poisoning occurs most often in

September, when acorns are green, and in late winter and

early spring, when the leaves are immature and about a third

of their normal size. The amount of toxins depends upon the

species of oak tree.

Acorn poisoning is generally not a whole-herd problem,

Faries says. A few cows like the taste of the green acorns and

look for them up limbs. Low quantities of forage can also

drive cattle to eat acorns. While it may not be a herd-wide

problem, acorn poisoning can potentially be deadly.

What are the signs?

Gallotannin in the acorn is metabolized in the rumen into

tannic acid and gallic acid, explains Sam Barringer,

Extension veterinarian at West Virginia University. The

tannic acid causes ulceration in the mouth, esophagus and

gastrointestinal tract, and is especially toxic to the renal

tubules. 

The first symptom of acorn poisoning is blood-tinged

diarrhea, which producers often attribute to worms, Faries

says. The gallotannins irritate the gastrointestinal tract, so

cattle will show abdominal discomfort, appear humpbacked

or take short uncomfortable strides while walking. The

kidneys may also be inflamed. 

If producers don't catch these signs, he warns, the cattle

may progress to fast weight loss, though the cattle are

generally thin to begin with if they are eating acorns, and

difficulty in urination and defecation. The cattle will start

looking gaunt; their flanks will pull up, their eyes will appear

sunken, and because of dehydration the skin on their neck

will stay folded after pinching it between a thumb and

forefinger.

The subacute or chronic signs, Faries says, involve

constipation; firm, black feces that look similar to that of a

horse; and intense weakness. 

Evans adds that ascites, or fluid in the abdomen, can also

occur, along with subcutaneous edema or swelling. 

Barringer notes that fast-growing calves on heavy-milking

dams are usually the first to show signs because the tannins

in oak concentrate in milk.

What are possible treatments?

Unfortunately, there is no antidote for the oak toxin. If the

early signs are noticed soon enough, Faries says, cattle

supplemented with protein and good-quality hay should

recover. 

There are a few care options for cattle that show more

progressed symptoms. Barringer suggests fluid and

electrolyte replacement to keep kidneys operating. He says

broad-spectrum antibiotics fight off secondary infections

from the ulcers, but avoid gentamicin or other drugs that are

metabolized by the kidney. He also suggests using mineral oil

to act as a laxative, but little or no toxin is absorbed through

it, so multiple doses are ineffective.

Conservation Planning
THE PRACTICAL STEPS

Carmen Westerfield, NRCS District Conservationist 

Now that I have covered the policy and the science of

planning, lets talk about what planning really is.

So this bears repeating … conservation planning deals with

complete systems, rather than just parts of systems. The

expected physical effects of conservation systems and

practices are assessed in the context of ecological, economic,



JUSTIN’S PLACE RESTAURANT
1441 Hwy 19 North  • Thomaston, Georgia 30286

706-646-5171
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The Sell Farm, LLC
Elsa Sell & Bill Farr ‐ Milner, Georgia

THE GARDEN PATCH
RESTAURANT

100 SOUTHLAND DR • BARNESVILLE, GA

HOMESTYLE COUNTRY COOKING BUFFET

770-358-9895
ROSS REEVES - Owner

OPEN HOURS: Fri. & Sat. 11 am - 9 pm • Sun.-Thurs.  11 am - 8 pm

FRIDAY:

CATFISH

PRIME RIB

SATURDAY:SEAFOODBUFFET
“To worry about what you can’t do, is to waste what you can do.”

JUSTIN’S PLACE RESTAURANT & BUNKHOUSE
35 E. Main Street  •  Butler, Georgia

6

B & B FEED AND SEED
833 Spring Creek Rd.

Thomaston, GA 30286

Feed & Farm Supplies

Fencing Supplies

Southern States

Fertilizer

Animal Health

Husqvarna

Day  706-647-3615

Fax  706-647-3615
OWNERS

KARLA & EDDIE KENDRICK

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

House Lots • Clearing • Demolition • Grading • Basement • Ponds

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Stephen Goodman at 770-584-1400
Concord, Georgia

Middle GA Water Systems, Inc.
6”

DRILLED 

WELLS

30”

BORED

WELLSResidental Wells - Geothermal Wells - Farm Wells
SEPTIC TANKS INSTALLED

MICHAEL SMITH               KEVIN COLWELL

P.O. Box 949, Zebulon, GA 30295
770-567-3400    800-497-4187

Elsa Sell and Bill Farr wish to thank the Mid-Georgia
Cattlemen’s Association for the 2014 Cattleman of the Year

Award. We no longer sell Angus beef directly to the public, but
will continue to have Angus genetics calves available.

Elsa: 770:584-7116  and  www.sellfarm.com 

the directors of each county to appoint a young cattleman to

serve with them on the Board of Directors. In order for this to

happen, the By-Laws will have to be amended. A committee

of Janet Greuel, Tracy Boyt and Cody Ham was appointed to

consider this and any other revisions that may be needed.

Cody Ham discussed the conflict of the Upson Farm

Tour and the Monroe County membership meeting, both

held in September. The idea of possibly moving the

Monroe County meeting to July, where it used to be and

having the MG picnic later in September was discussed.

Cody will discuss this with the Monroe County Directors

to see if this will work.

Roger Greuel discussed the outcome of a Farm Bureau

Commodity meeting he was at in Athens earlier that day.

He said that the Department of Revenue Commissioner

stated that the Gate program was going very well, and after

study, it was found that the level of abuse was very low.

Bo Huddleston reported that Morgan Moser is now the

Ag Teacher at Pike County High School.

County Agent Reports

Wes Smith stated that there will be a Winter Grazing and

Small Grain Production workshop in Upson County on

August 25th at 10 a.m.

The Upson Farm Tour will take place on September 9th-

11th.

A Sprayer Calibration Clinic will be held on September

15th at Trice Farms on Race Track Road

Wade Hutcheson reported that there will be a Cool

Season Forage program in Spalding County on August

25th at 7 p.m.

There will be an Egg Candling class in Spalding County

on September 3rd.

Wade discussed the scholarship and said that the funds

needed to cover all of the currently awarded scholarships

are available, but the next scholarship is not fully funded.

Ideas were discussed to possibly raise money for upcoming

scholarships.

Josh Rabalais reported that the Upson FFA will be

selling Smoked Pork Chop plate on September 4th to raise

funds for the Upson FFA.

The next Membership meeting will be held in Monroe

County on September 10, 2015.

The next Directors’ meeting will be held on October 8th,

location to be determined.

Minutes taken and submitted by:

Rodney Hilley

Unapproved

or member to receive this award. You can even honor a

business that has contributed years of support to this

industry. The committee needs a letter of recommendation

explaining why you believe this person or business

deserves this service award.

Past winners: Harris Brantley, Rodney Hilley, Susan &

Clay Allen, Tom & Marion Freeman, Akins Family, Fred &

Betty Joe Greene & Family, Lamar, Pike, & Upson FSA

Office, United Bank, D&N Livestock Services, Carmen

Westerfield, AgSouth Farm Credit of Thomaston, Mid-GA

Extension Agents, Cynthia Douglas, Edwin foshee, Jr., Dr.

Wilbur Neisler, & Joe Smith

2016 MGCA Queen- The 2016 Queen will be selected

prior to Ladies’ Night and announced that evening. Her

duties will be to represent our association at shows,

meetings, local activities, and promotional events. Who is

eligible? Young ladies between the ages of 16-21 as of

January 1, 2016 are eligible. Her parents, parent, or

guardian must be a member of the MGCA or the contestant

must be a Junior Member and reside in the Mid-GA

counties (Lamar, Monroe, Pike, Spalding, Talbot and

Upson). For more information and application: contact

Cynthia Douglas at 706-647-9414 or 770-550-1070, email-

douglasfarm@windstream.net or ask you local County

Agent. The application are due to Cynthia Douglas on or

before October 8th.

CattleWomen’s Report
By Cynthia Douglas, MGCW President

It’s time to cheer at ballgames and have tailgate parties.

We have many opportunities to cheer about our product

BEEF and our industry. SO, LET’S GET BUSY

CHEERING “GO BEEF”! 

Our first event this next month will be at Buggy Days on

September 19th & 20th. We will need as many cheerleaders

and players as we can find to make this event a success.

Many have already volunteered and if you haven’t, let us

know and we will add you to the roster. We will need help

with the following: setting up on Friday after 7 pm and on

Saturday and Sunday cooking and serving from 10am to

6pm. We will need water to make tea. If you have never

helped, wear comfortable shoes and come enjoy the

Vet Talk
Dr. Chanda Moxon Thompson, DVM

I have been waiting all year to publish this article. The
reason being is that I was the veterinarian working on a farm
where the diagnosis of acorn toxicity was made.  I must admit
I never would have thought ingestion of acorns could kill
such a large animal. However, if you have cattle on pastures
with oak trees keep a watchful eye on your cows and calves
curiously eating the acorns. The symptoms of acorn toxicity
can resemble those of respiratory infections, bloody diarrhea,
straining to urinate and defecate and can manifest to death
very quickly.  This particular farm had plenty of grass to
graze but the calves had a taste for the acorns on the ground.
Unfortunately, there is not a treatment other than supportive
care for acorn poisoning.  Below is an article by Kasey Miller
describing what acorn toxicity is and how it affects cattle that
become sick.

What is acorn poisoning?
Acorn poisoning, or oak toxicity, occurs when too many

acorns or buds are ingested, and the gallotannin in oak foliage

creates gastrointestinal and kidney problems. 

Tim Evans, a veterinary toxicologist at the University of

Missouri–Columbia, says acorns do have nutritional value,

but when cattle eat more than 50% of their diet in immature

leaves and buds in the spring and acorns in the fall because no

other forage is available, that's when the problem starts. As

the famous toxicologist Paracelsus said, "The dose makes the

poison." 

"Oaks have the potential to provide valuable nutrition, but

animals shouldn't be left to forage entirely on oaks or noxious

weeds like pigweed, which can cause a similar syndrome, and

To handle yourself,
use your head.

To handle other, 
use your heart.

- Copied
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STEVE BLACKBURN

P.O. Box 612266 · 2805 East 14th Street

Dallas/Ft. Worth Airport, Texas • 75261-2266 • USA

Telephone 800-989-8247 •  Facsimile (972) 456-3882

E-Mail: sblackburn@allflexusa.com

Regional Sales Manager
P.O. Box 179, Waynesboro. GA 30830

Cell: (214) 912-1993

MID-GEORGIA LIVESTOCK MARKET, INC
P.O. BOX 928 - HIGHWAY 16 WEST- JACKSON, GA 30233

BEEF SALE:   EACH WED. - 12:30            DAIRY SALE:   2ND AND 4TH WED. - 11:30

“OUR CUSTOMERS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE”
We receive Beef Cattle on Tues. from 9:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m and Wed. starting at 7:00 a.m.

(Feed and water facilities are available at all times)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL BRENT GALLOWAY - 678-410-6070     LUKE HARVEY - 706-318-1699    CODY COPELAN 706-473-4757
www.midgeorgialivestock.com

PHONE 
770-775-7314

FAX 
770-775-1373

SimAngus

Simmental
Charolais

Angus

Scott McDaniel
Home

Cell

Owner/Buyer Yatesville, GA

706-472-3013

770-468-4487

Quality Bulls-Heifers and Cows For Sale

OAK HAVEN DIAGNOSTICS

Phone: 678-591-1144 BARNESVILLE, GEORGIA
E-mail: lab@oakhavendiagnostics.com
Web: www.oakhavendiagnostics.com

CATTLE PREGNANCY TESTING
BY BLOOD SAMPLES

fellowship as we promote BEEF.

The GA Cattlemen, CattleWomen and GA Beef Board

will be cheering for BEEF at the GA National Fair in Perry

and at the SunBelt Expo in Moultrie during October. If you

can assist at their booth, contact the GCA

Office in Macon and sign up or just stop by

the booth and give our staff a break.

We will be celebrating our members with

awards at the MGCA Ladies’ Night on

November 12 at the Civic Center in

Thomaston. We will crown our 2016 Queen.

We need our membership to get applications

to our young ladies that are 16-21. The

Extension Agents and I will have the forms.

We need help decorating for this meeting.

Let me if you know of a queen participant or

want to help decorate.

Neely South, Tracy Boyt, and Cynthia Douglas promoted

BEEF and AG at Upson’s Back to School Bash.

2015 Young Cattlemen’s 
Short Course

GCA Young Cattlemen’s Council and
UGA Extension 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 • 9am
ABAC/UGA Tifton Campus

Tifton, Georgia 

Recognized experts will discuss topics 

including working facilities, low-stress

handling, hay quality, rumenology, 

live animal evaluation and 

beef cattle marketing opportunities. 

Lunch will be provided, 

but accurate head count is essential.

$10 Pre-Registered • $15 at the Door 

Please R.S.V.P to:

Dr. Jacob Segers, Assistant Professor and

Extension Beef Cattle 

Specialist at jacobs@uga.edu 

or

(229)386-3214 

NO LATER THAN

OCTOBER 2, 2015!

MGCA
AWARDS

It is time to nominate members

or associates for the Mid-GA

Cattlemen’s Awards. Please help

your MGCA Board of Directors

select recipients by simply

nominating fellow cattlemen or business. All nominations

need to be sent to the Upson Extension Office, Wes Smith,

P O Box 86, Thomaston, GA 30286 by Oct 8th or brought

to MGCA Board meeting.

Mid-Georgia Producer of the Year- We are looking for

a producer or farm that has done an outstanding job with

their cattle management, farm production, and supported

the cattle industry. Simply provide a name to your County

Agent or Director so they can get a form to this producer.

MGCA Hall of Fame- This honor is presented to a past

or present MGCA member or couple that has supported and

influenced our association and beef industry. A list of Hall

of Fame recipients is located in the front of the Bull Sheet.

Please provide a letter or recommendation stating how they

have been involved and why they are deserving of this

honor.

Dr. O. E. Sell Distinguished Service Award- This

award is presented to a member, family, or business that

has been very supportive and active in the Mid-Georgia

Association. The nominee does not have to be a producer

MGCA

Under old business,  Neely South, Macy & Mallory

South, Tracy Boyt, Alison Stephens and I teamed up with

Upson County Farm Bureau and promoted BEEF and AG at

the Upson Back to School BASH.

During July, I taught a Beef Cooking Class for 16 Upson

4-H’ers. They learned about food safety, the beef industry,

beef by-products and enjoyed eating four beef dishes. They

even made hamburgers for dessert out of cookies and

candy. The Mid-GA CattleWomen sponsored this event.

Thanks to everyone that contributed and helped with the

picnic. We had a great time getting together and getting to

know each other better. A  great big “THANK YOU” to

Geraldine and Sauney Pippin for sharing their lake house

with us. 

Your officers look forward to seeing you at the

September meeting in Forsyth where we will meet and plan

the upcoming events and elect officers. Please come and

share your ideas with us. “GO BEEF!”

Cynthia

4-H'ers learn to cook beef.
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Roger, Janet, Richard & Ann

438 Price Rd. • Brooks, GA 30205

Certified Herd No. 262

Phone: 770-719-8118
E-mail: gfbrangus@bellsouth.net

Char-No Farm
Registered Brangus Cattle

Black Simmental / Angus Composites
CHUCK & NORMA SWORD

545 Scott Road • Williamson, GA 30292

(770) 227-9241         (770) 468-3486 (Cell)

Hollonville - Highway 362  •  12 Miles West of Griffin
cnffarm@aol.com     WWW.CHARNOFARM.COM

8

WF Equipment 
Barnesville, GA 

Hay Equipment new and used 

Round Hay & Baleage for Sale 

404-444-0274 / russwaltga@yahoo.com

www.krone-northamerica.com

LEMMON CATTLE ENTERPRISES
SUPERIOR ANGUS GENETICS

Harvey Lemmon: 706-977-9222

P.O. Box 524 Woodbury, GA 30293

From Family Reunions to Church Homecomings to 
Spectacular Weddings & Unforgettable Events – let us serve you with

tents, tables, linens, chairs, lighting, and staging.
We do Cow Sales too!!!

Call us today to plan a great memory!

Jeff and Denise Holloway

Brian and Summer Corrigan

HAY FIELD DAY
Hay and cattle producers attended a Hay Field Day at County Line Farm to

check out the latest hay equipment from John Deere & Krone. Extension

personnel spoke to attendees on aspects of producing hay and balage. 

What a wonderful way to relax with friends by the lake! 
Thanks Geraldine and Sauney Pippin for hosting the picnic and 

to all that contributed to the meal. 
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